The Coppyofa Let- 


ter and Commiſsion, ofthe King 


of Spaine, Phillip the third, ſent vnto the 


vice · roy of Portugall, dated the 20. day of lune. 
Inthe yeate of our Lord God. 1 60. 


Wherein the dealings and trade of Ships & 


Marchandize is ſorbidden, with the ſubiectes of 
Holland. Zealand and Er gland, &c. with the ſaid Lands 
aud Countries of Spaine and 
Portuga ll. 


Wbereb — the inuetetate, and continuall 
malice of the ſaid Spaniards, againſt the Dominions of 
England, Holland and Zealand, &c. 


Truclytranſlated out of the Spanifh originall, into 
che Dutch tongue zapd 1 — 


the Dutch Copye, into Engli 


BR 


LONDON, 2 

— for Thomas Pauier, and are to be ſolde # 

His ſhop in Corachill, at the ſigne ol the Cat and Parete 
nere the Royail Exchange, 18 


To the curteous Reader. 


I Vreeous Reader, after that 


Phillip the ſecond of that 
© name King of Spaine, had 
vexed theſe, Countries of 

av Holland and Zealand, with 
Y tedious and continual wars, 
N and with many Imbargos or 
atreſtes, made ypon their 
Ships and Merchandize,tothe mighty hindrance 
ofthcir Nauigation and Mariners, & to the great 
damage and ouerthrow of many. honeſt Mar- 
chants: And not therewith-contented, vſed more- 
ouer his great Tiranye againſt the Maſters and 
Mariners, puttingthem into hisGallyes,andlike 
vnto poore miſerable ſlaves, with chaines and in- 
tollerable trauailes and labours tormenting them, 
vntill ſuch time as the Almighty God( by thewile 
dealings of tbeHonotable Lords the States)at laſt 
did ſend releaſe and ſreedome vnto a great nũber, 
which theu remained aliue. And after this, his 
ſonne, Phillip the tlitrd, coming to the Crowne 
after the death of his Father, ſeeketh & practiſeth 
to Imitate herein, the waies & foote⸗ ſteps of his 
ꝙ＋9a 3 Father, 


Tothe Reader, 


Father,as it appeareth moſtplainly by this Letter, 


dated the 20, day of Iune 1602, ſent vnto the 
Vice-roy of Portugall: Wherein hee declareth 
thoſe of Holland and Zealand, for enemyes and 
rebels to God and his Maieſty: Notwithftand- 
ing they were neuer bound by oathofdutye vn- 


to him, nor euet were his ſubiects: — | 


this ſort to rule and gouerne ouer them as his Faz 
ther hath done before him: which is nothing at al 
to be wondred at, ſeeing he hath] bia nouriſbed 
and brought vp vnder the wings ofthe holie fa⸗ 
thers of the Spaniſt Inquiſition: wee haue in ſuch 
ſort foſtred him, that they name him to be Hy. 
meni generss diſiderium, that by him they may fullic cf. 
fect their rage and tyranic according to their 
owne wiſhed defire, to the ſurpreſſion of theſe 
lands and their priueledges, and alſo to the = 
poting Out of Gods holye word, from 
which our mercifull God defend 
and keepe vs. Amen. 
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An Edict, ſet foorth & publiſh- 
ed by the King of Spaine,againit all Ships 


andthcirladjag,comming out of England, Hol: 
land,and Zealand: tearming them bythe names of 


Rebels of God and of his Maleſty. 
The King. 


N 8 Arqueſſe of Caſtel Rodrigo, 
d&©2/ piincipall of mp Secret 
e cCountell, my Uicerop and 
1\ W.//| Jas Captaine Genera in the 
% kingdome of Poztugall . 
"2/31 © Pon haue vnderſtod long 
unce, p cauſes which mou- 
© edtheKampLow(whome 
Godhath taken vnto him) to pꝛohibit the trade 
ee my rebels ot Holland a Zea- 
a dvſed = 4 4 —— 
e Engſich « other enemies of our Lozd 
7 reaſons which haue 
e 


— 


2. 
luch as haue lately hapned, your ſelfe beeing 
pꝛelent in Councell, when the ſame was reſoL 
ued vpon and determined. And ſing that at 
this pꝛeſent time, many reaſons concurre , 
moouing vsto the execution ofthe ſaid pzoht- 
bition, and toſeethat ſuchozdergas are there- 
in pꝛeſcribed, be leuerely helde and maintain⸗ 
ed: my lelfe being by diuers enfoꝛmedethat not⸗ 
withſtanding the laid ozders) the atozeſaid 
Engliſhmen, Rebels, and what ene mies elle ſo⸗ 
euer, haue in no other place elſewhere ſo com⸗ 
mon and frequent trade, as in the Hauens of 
theſe dur dominions, dayly ariuing in our ſaid 
Hauens, with their own Ships laden, a with 
falſe and culloꝛed pzoofes and Paſpoꝛts, as if 
they came fromfree Citties oꝛ Townes , 02 elle 
with the Ships ok the high Dutch, oz other 
ſtrange Ships: although that by the nature of 
the ſaid lading it is pꝛelumed that the commo⸗ 
dities are ofthe Jlands, 02 Engliſh: the keep- 
ing oftheſaidozdenances ( ſo made a publiſh- 
ed vpon all theſe reaſons ) being of ſo great 
impoꝛtance, that the reducing of the ſtate ofthe 
ſame countries dependeth thereon. ndhereof J 
haue reſolued,that this contraction and com⸗ 
mozcelhal be wholy b and pꝛohibited, to 
theende that therewith allo the moleſtations 
(which vnder colour hero) haue been axcuſto 
med to be vſed towards the ſhips of my friends 
and conkederateg, map ceaſe, which — 
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eſteemed koꝛ enemies and that the one ; 
the other (hall be pꝛohibited. To which ende 
haue conſented,that you onely , #ſuch perſons 
(as your ſelfe ſhallnominate) haue power and 
authoutte totake knowledge ofall matters and 
occurrences appertaining to theſe arreſtes. 
Likewiſe I giue vnto you power and authoꝛi⸗ 
tie by vertue of this preſent commiſſionand fa- 
cultie,to viſit, andto giue 02der that all Ships 
of ſtrangers which ſhall come into the Hauens 
of theſe our laid zingdomes may bee viſited, 
naming and appointing thereunto in euerye 
Hauen, ſome one perſon otſuch qualitie & cre⸗ 
dit, that your ſelte may bee therein quiet and 
contented, which ſhall vſe thereinſuchfaithful- 
nes and integritie, as may be needetull and ne⸗ 
ceſſary, oꝛ at leaſt wiſe in the moſt frequented 
Bauens of moſte in poꝛtaunce, with com⸗ 
miſſion that to this effect they may ſeaze on all, 
oz at leaſt wiſe on luch as ſhal fall firſt into their 
hands: a ſuch as ſhall be found to be of the Re- 
bels, Engliſh, oꝛother myne enemies, you ſhall 
arreſt all the perſons which ſhall come in the 
ſame S hippes: andſhall alſo attache and lay 
handes on all the goods and Marchandize 
which they hall bung, to the ende that (the 
ſame being conuinced, and pꝛõued to come kr 
the landes of enemies and Rebels, and the ac⸗ 
tions being pꝛoſocuted 3 to _ 

aw) 
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law) you condemne the ſame to beloſtand con- 
kilcated, as by me is oꝛdained, applycating the 
fame accoꝛding tothe accuſtomed manner, as 
moe perticularly at large appeareth in the a⸗ 
loꝛeſaid oꝛdinances, andothers which J eſtame 
as inſerted hæreunto. And whatſoeuer you 
(hall in this manner condemne and confiſcate, 
you ſhall pzeſentlycauſe to be ſolde, without let 
oꝛ hindꝛance ol any appeale whatſoeuer,which 
map in the Interim happen, andthe ſame ſhall 
be done by Poꝛt ſale oz Out⸗cry, to the moſt 
benefit and p2ofit pou can. Unto all which do⸗ 
tngs, the ſercher Generall Don Iuan de Londo- 
na, ſhall repay:e tobe pꝛeſent, as ſoone as any 
ſuch Shippes0z any of them ſhall be taken oz 
ſeazed: and that the ſame Shippes, and the 
goods therein laden, ſhall be Jnuentared,if the 
ſame doe happen where hee ſhall be reſident. 
Indfoz other places thereabouts,ſuch other as 
ſhall be appointed toꝛ this ſeruice in his name. 
And all ſuch ſummes of money as ſhall pꝛo⸗ 
ee de hereol. you ſhall giue oꝛder that theſame 
ſhall be nut intoa Chiſt, with thzee keyes, ha- 
uing different lockes, in the pꝛelence of the be⸗ 
fozenamed ſercher Generall: whereof you ſhal 
haue one, Dou luan de Londona ( afo:eſatd) the 
ſecond, and the third ſhall be deluncred vnto the 
Paymaſter, who ſhall receine thele moneyeg. 
And my will and pleaſure * 
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touch the ſame money, foꝛ any cauſe whatfoe- 
uer,that ſhall happen foꝛ my ſerutce,how ſpeci- 
all oz impoꝛtunate the ſame may bee, without 
my perticular oꝛder befoꝛe had. And in the 
Hauens betweene Duero and Mino where the 
like diligence is needlull the ſame ſhall bee ac 
compliſhed in the pꝛeſence ol ſuch as ſhall ſerue 
there ko ſercher of the Martiall men in thoſe 
quarters: wo alſo (hall haue one key of the 
Chift which ſhall there be appointed, andthe 
ſecond ſhall be giuen to him whome you ſhall 
thereunto nominate, and the third ſhall lerue 
koꝛ the Paymaſter generall, vſing ſuch dili⸗ 
gence as is befoze ſpecifyed. And to the ende 
that men may herein pꝛoceed with ſuch iuſtift- 
cation and vpꝛight dealing, as is thereunto ne⸗ 
ceſſary oz na dfull: yon axe hereby aduertiſed, 
that all the appeales ( which foz Juſtice ſake 
may in theſe cauſes take place , made from the 
ſentences pꝛonounced by you, oꝛ by (uchperſons 
as by your commiſſion ſhall be thereunto ap⸗ 
pointed) ſhall bee made befoze my Councell at 
warres, and not befoze any others ſitting in 
place of Juſtice, 02 other Conrts whatſoeuer. 
To all which, and to euery part therof, a what⸗ 
ſoeuer elſe ſhal thereto appertaine. depend ther- 
on, oꝛ concerne the lame: J giue and lend you 
ſo full power, commiſſion a authoꝛity: a to ſuch 
perſons as you ſhal thereunto appoint oz nomi⸗ 
nate, as theruntoſhall — and 9 
2 n 
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IndJcommaundthatnoiman, of what quali⸗ 
ty, reſpect, oꝛ condition ſoeuer, ſhal harein inter⸗ 
meddle oz intrude himleife, but you onely, and 
ſuch perſons as you ſhall thereunto nominate, 
and that ſuch perſons ſhall remit and ſend vnto 
you,x to ſuch perſons which ſhal execute this 
commiſſion by pour appointment, all ſuch pꝛo⸗ 
ceſſes and actions, which are 02 ſhall be bꝛought 
into their Courts, touching queſtions and diffe⸗ 
rences vpon goods, comming out of Bolland, 
Zealand, and England: and alſo J comm and 
that they ſeaze,fozbcare, and loꝛbid all farther 
pꝛoc᷑ dings therin, epther dyrectly oꝛ vndirett⸗ 
ly, and al ſuch notaries 02 other perſons, which 
ſhall haue any manner of ſuch inuentaries , 02 
actions, concerning and belonging vntoany 
luch arceſtes oꝛ poſſeſſions, Jcommaundthem 
to deliuer vnto pou the oziginals, as ſoone as 
pou ſhall demaundthe lame, on ſuch penalty as 
youlhall ſet thereon. Alſo, J cammaund the 
Maſter of the Requeſtes,and the Gonernour of 
theHauens,and the Corregidores, and all other 
Judges, and Courts ol my Kingdome of Por⸗ 
tugall, that they hinder you not in the execution 

ele matters befoze witten: but that they 
ſhew vnto pouall nædfull fauour, helpe and al⸗ 
liſtance:and to al others (as is afoꝛeſaid) which 
vou ſhall uominate oz appoint : and that they 
tall inuiolably follow and kepe, ſuch oꝛders 
which you ſhall eyther giue, oz ſend them, = 
caule 
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cauſe the neceſſity of our ſeruice lo requireth. 
Giuen at S. Lotenęo the 20. dap of June 1602. 
Under witten, L. the King, by the commaun⸗ 
dement of our King. Elteuan de Ibarra, 


Don John (Oriſtoual de Moura 
Marques of the Caſtel Rodrigo, great Com- 


mander of Alice, one of the Priuie Counce lof 
his Maieſtie. Vicco and Captaine Generall in 
this Kingdome of Portugal. 


Otter Michiel de la Plaha, 
the Ship S. lacob, ando- 
thers are in this Hauen ar⸗ 
reſted and attached, be⸗ 
> Cauſe it is repozted that 
they are ot oꝛcome from the 
Enemies Countries: and 
foꝛ almuch as it is needekull 
that their cauſes bes determined withall ſuch 
dilligence and koꝛme as his Maieſty hath wait: 
ten vntomein his Kinglie letter the rr.of June 
this pꝛeſent yeare, wherof the Attenticke cop⸗ 
pie ſhall bee deliuered vnto pou, heerewith J 
doe binde and nominate you, tothe ende that 
you follow the contents thereof in ſuch manner 
as if the lame were directed vnto you, to deter⸗ 
mine the cauſe of the ſaid Ships, withal ne in- 
cidents 
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cidents, and dependants thereof,and to nomi- 
nate, Notaries, Alguaſyl, & other ſeruantsand 
Officers which theruntoare needefull : andto 
- cauſe ſuchſalarye to be giuen vnto them as you 
ſhall appoint. To all which J giue you all, and 
the lame power a authoꝛitp as I my ſelfe haue 
from his Maieſtie: And foꝛ as much as in the 
meane leaſon, J haue not any thing to the con⸗ 
trarye to commaund pou: vou ſhall admit and 
imbꝛace all ſuch denuntiations, and inkoꝛmati⸗ 
ons as ſhall be bzought vnto you, concerning 
this matter: And ſhall determine thefame ac- 
cozding tothe contents of theſaidletter. Acted 
at Liſborne the 10. day of Auguſt. 1 6 0 2, 
Don Chriſtouall, At the com- 
maundement of his 
Excelency. 


Iohn Baſques de Camara. 
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